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Dear M. Furnish, M. Manning, and Ms. Nel son:

Attached is the National Marine Fisheries Service's (NWVFS)
Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 7 conference opinion
(Opinion) for the proposed Schooner Sails Tinber Sale, Drift
Home Thi n, Deadwood/ Tayl or Thin, and North Fork Siuslaw River
Bri dge Replacenent in the Siuslaw National Forest, proposed
Borderline Bear Tinber Sale in the Salem District Bureau of
Land Managenent (BLM, and Clay Creek Canpground retaining
wal | repair and Lower Lake Creek Recreation Managenment Plan in
t he Eugene District BLM These actions have been determ ned
by the U S. Forest Service (USFS) and BLM as "likely to
adversely affect” and not likely to jeopardize the
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continued existence or result in the destruction or adverse
nmodi fi cation of proposed critical habitat of O egon Coast

st eel head (Oncor hynchus nyki ss) and Oregon Coast coho sal non
(O. kisutch). The effects determ nation was made by

eval uating the environmental baseline (current aquatic habitat
conditions) and predicting effects of actions on that baseline
(see encl osed Opinion).

Al t hough the NMFS expects some adverse effects to the
environment al baseline fromthese actions, the effects are
expected to be m nor because of project design and project
timng. Additionally, mtigation in the formof road
deconm ssi oni ng, down wood creation, and riparian planting for
future | arge woody debris will beneficially affect el ements of
t he environnmental baseline.

Shoul d Oregon Coast steel head becone |isted under the ESA, or
shoul d critical habitat be designated, the NMFS expects the
attached Opinion to serve as the basis for a biol ogical

opi nion on inplenmentation of the action, pursuant to 50 CFR §
402.10(d). Since the ESA does not have a prohibition against
t ake of proposed or candi date species, an Incidental Take
Statenment is not issued with the attached Opinion.

| f you have any specific questions, please contact Steve
Morris at (503) 231-2224 or Garwin Yip at (503) 230-54109.

Sincerely,
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WIlliam Stelle, Jr.
Regi onal Adm ni strator
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| . I nt roducti on and Backgr ound

The objective of this conference is to determ ne whether the
foll owi ng proposed actions are |likely to jeopardize the
continued existence of Oregon Coast (OC) steel head or result
in the destruction or adverse nodification of critical
habi t at .

U.S. Forest Service (USFS), Siuslaw National Forest (NF):
Schooner Sails Tinber Sale
Drift Home Thin
Deadwood/ Tayl or Thin
North Fork Siuslaw River Bridge Repl acenent
Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM, Salem District:
Borderline Bear Tinmber Sale
BLM Eugene District:
Cl ay Creek Canpground Retaining Wall Repair
Lower Lake Creek Recreation Managenment Pl an

Descri ptions of the proposed actions are provided in Section
Il of this docunent.

The OC steel head (Oncor hynchus nykiss) Evolutionarily
Significant Unit (ESU)! was proposed as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) (August 9, 1996, 61 FR 41541). The NMFS i ssued
a six-nmonth extension for a final listing determ nation for OC
st eel head based on substantial scientific disagreenent
regardi ng the sufficiency and accuracy of data relevant to
listing this ESU (August 18, 1997, 62 FR 43974).

The OC coho sal non ESU (Oncorhynchus ki sutch) was proposed to
be listed as threatened under the ESA by the NMFS (July 25,
1995,

60 FR 38011). Subsequent consideration of Federal and state
conservation neasures have resulted in a deternination that a
threatened |isting of the ESU is not now warranted (May 6,
1997,

62 FR 24588). The OC coho sal non are currently considered to

1. For purposes of conservation under the Endangered Species Act, an
Evolutionarily Significant Unit is a distinct popul ation segnent that is
substantially reproductively isolated fromother conspecific population units
and represents an inportant conponent in the evolutionary |egacy of the
speci es (Wapl es 1991).



be candi dates for ESA listing. This determ nation is subject
to reviewwthin three years. The NMFS is no | onger
conferencing on candi date species, and therefore, will no

| onger conference on potential effects of projects on OC coho
sal non.

The proposed actions have been determ ned as "likely to
adversely affect” and not likely to jeopardize the continued
exi stence or result in the destruction or adverse nodification
of proposed critical habitat of OC steel head. The NMFS
expects these actions to adversely affect the environnmental
basel i ne. However, project design, timng, and expected
mtigation reduce these effects substantially enough to avoid
j eopardi zing the conti nued exi stence of OC steel head.
Mtigation includes actions that will inprove the

envi ronnental baseline in addition to reducing potenti al
adverse affects of the actions. Because critical habitat has
not been proposed or designated, this conference does not
address destruction or adverse nodification of critical
habitat. Should OC steel head be |isted under the ESA, or
shoul d critical habitat be designated, the NMFS expects this
Conference Opinion (Opinion) to serve as the basis for a

bi ol ogi cal opinion on inplenmentation of this action, pursuant
to 50 CFR § 402.10(d).

On June 20, 1997, the NMFS received a letter and bi ol ogical
assessnments (BA) from the USFS, Siuslaw NF, requesting
conference regarding the potential effects of Schooner Sails
Ti mber Sal e,

Drift Honme Thin, Deadwood/ Taylor Thin, and North Fork Siuslaw
Ri ver Bridge Replacenent on OC steel head and OC coho sal non
(USDA- FS 1997b). On July 7, 1997, the NWMFS received a

menor andum and BA fromthe BLM Salem District, requesting
conference regarding the potential effects of Borderline Bear
Ti mber Sal e on OC steel head and OC coho sal non (USDI - BLM
1997a). On July 23, 1997, the NMFS received a letter and BA
fromthe BLM Eugene District, requesting conference regarding
the potential effects of Clay Creek Canpground Retaining Wll
Repair and Lower Lake Creek Recreation Management Plan on OC
st eel head and OC coho sal non (USDI - BLM 1997b) .

Thi s Opinion has been conpl eted pursuant to the ESA and its

i mpl enmenting regul ations (50 CFR § 402), and constitutes
formal conference for OC steel head, proposed for |isting under
the ESA. Formal conferencing on these proposed actions is
concluded with the issuance of this Opinion.
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The NMFS, in collaboration with other Federal agencies? has
prepared gui dance for determning the effects of human
activities on anadromous fish species of concern (NMFS 1996).
Thi s gui dance is based on a "Matri x of Pathways and

| ndi cators” (Matrix), which is a sinple yet holistic nethod of
characterizing environnmental baseline conditions and
predicting the effects of human activities on those baseline
conditions. The Matrix provides generalized ranges of
functional values (i.e., properly functioning, at risk, and
not properly functioning) for aquatic, riparian, and watershed
par amet ers.

The NMFS acknow edges that the generalized val ues provided in
the Matrix may not be appropriate for all watersheds within

t he range of anadronous sal nonids. Devel opnent of nore

bi ol ogically appropriate matrices in specific physiographic
areas i s encouraged. The NMFS, in conjunction with the Oregon
Departnment of Fish and WIldlife (ODFW and Federal |and
managenent agencies, is in the process of appropriately

nodi fying the Matrix for the Oregon Coast Range Province (this
i ncludes the proposed project area). For the purpose of this
conference, the existing Oregon Coast Range Province interim
Matri x (dated June 14, 1996) was used to anal yze the proposed
actions. This interimMatrix is included in Attachment 1 of

t hi s Opi nion.

1. Proposed Actions

1. Schooner Sails Tinber Sale: As part of the Density
Managenment Study: Riparian Buffer Conponent (Aquatic
Habitats and Vertebrate Diversity) (O son et al. 1997),
t he USFS proposes 145 acres of commercial thin and 423
acres of precommercial thin in Upper Drift Creek, North
Creek, and South Fork Schooner Creek (Siletz/Yaquina

Section 7 Watershed). One-end suspension of all materi al
wi |l be required; however, full suspension will occur
where possible. Riparian vegetation |eave areas al ong
al |

streans range from 25-120 feet. The purpose for the
proposed action is to investigate the response of aquatic

2. The other collaborating Federal agencies are the U S. Forest
Service, the Bureau of Land Managenent, and the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Servi ce.



habitat features to alternative wi dths of riparian no-
entry

zones with upslope thinning reginmes (O son et al. 1997).

One and four-tenths mles of sem -permanent road will be

constructed/ reconstruct ed.

2. Drift Hone Thin: The USFS proposes to thin approxi mately
1930 acres in the Drift Creek and Big El k wat ersheds
(Al'sea and Siletz/Yaquina Section 7 Watersheds) utili zing
skyline yarding. Variable width buffers would be
retained along all stream channels and headwal | s and wi |
be governed by sl ope and vegetation conditions.
Approximately five mles of tenporary spur roads,
primarily on ridgetops, will be constructed that include
two tenporary cul vert placenents.

I n addition, the USFS proposes to:
. Decommi ssi on approximately 13 mles of ridgetop
roads and associ ated spurs;

. Pl ace approxi mtely 300 trees via helicopter in
about 1.2 mles of |ower Gopher Creek and about 1.6
m | es of upper Drift Creek;

. Pl ant vegetation in approximately 30 acres of
ri parian neadows (1.6 mles) along Drift and Gopher
Creeks to provide a future | arge woody debris source
as well as shade in the long termfor these streans;

3. Deadwood/ Tayl or Thin: The USFS is using a | andscape
perspective to propose thinning approximately 70 units of
20 to 45 year old plantations within the Indi an/ Deadwood
Wat ershed (Siuslaw Section 7 Watershed). The | andscape
perspective is used in the analysis to devel op the
t hi nning scenarios in order to better neet the needs of

t he
| at e- successi onal species that are to benefit fromthese
t hi nnings. The majority of the thinning will be one end

suspensi on cable logging with full suspension when
streans are crossed. Helicopter logging is considered
for a nunmber of units.

I n addition, the USFS proposes to:

C | ncrease | arge woody debris, inprove pool area,
i nprove off-channel habitat in refugia and high
priority restoration areas;
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C Repl ant sone areas with conifers to i nprove stream
i nfluence zone;

C Wat er - bar and bl ock ol d spur roads that are reopened
for the project.

North Fork Siuslaw River Bridge Replacenent: The North
Fork Siuslaw River bridge (Siuslaw Section 7 Watershed)
was damaged during the flood of 1996. The USFS proposes
to replace the bridge that provides access to Bonneville
Power Adm ni stration personnel and other interested
parties. The bridge conpletely spans the North Fork
Siuslaw River, and there will be no in-water work.

Borderline Bear Tinber Sale: The BLM proposes an
estimated 2.6 mllion board feet, 246-acre density
managenent comercial thin in the Nestucca River
wat er shed (Nestucca Section 7 Watershed). Fifty-foot no-
cut buffer would be maintained on intermttent streans,
and 100-foot no-cut buffers would be maintai ned on
perenni al streanms. The Nestucca River Watershed Anal ysis
(USDA-FS et al. 1994) allows for site-specific
silvicultural treatnments within | ate-successional forests
to hasten the devel opnent of ol der forest characteristics
and uneven-aged stands. Treatnment within the Riparian
Reserves will not retard attainment of the Aquatic
Conservation Strategy objectives. Riparian Reserves
outside of the no-cut buffers to the upland boundaries of
the units would receive variable prescription thinnings
ranging fromno treatment to a residual density of 40
trees per acre (USDI-BLM 1997a). Wthin Riparian
Reserves, cable yarding would be used, except within the
second site potential tree distance in Units A and B,
where the northern tip of each unit slopes away fromthe
stream and could all ow ground based yardi ng. One-half
mle of road woul d be constructed, mainly on the ridge
bet ween Bear and El k Creeks, for the tinber harvest.

Clay Creek Canpground Retaining WAll Repair: The BLM
proposes to replace a retaining wall (Siuslaw Section 7
WAt er shed) that was damaged by heavy rains. The concrete
supporting structure provides a seasonal sw nmm ng area
and contains a fish | adder.

Lower Lake Creek Recreation Managenent Pl an: Lake Creek
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Falls (Siuslaw Section 7 Watershed) is heavily used by
recreationists. The BLM acquired a | arger parking area
to provide safe parking. However, recreationists nust
wal k al ong Hi ghway 36 to access a stairway to the Falls.
The Oregon Departnment of Transportation recently filled
the parking lot with |andslide materials. In order to

di scourage recreationists parking and wal ki ng al ong

Hi ghway 36, the BLM proposes to maintain the |andslide
mat eri al at the parking area. |In addition, many
recreationists slide down the slope fromthe road to
access the falls area, contributing to | oss of vegetation
and increased erosion. The BLM proposes the Lower Lake
Creek Recreation Managenent Plan (the Plan) to reduce
safety hazards and human i npacts at Lake Creek Falls.

The Pl an includes creation of a day use area with parking
lots, sanitary facilities, a footbridge over Lake Creek,
and hiking trails.

The USFS and BLM have incorporated several project design
features in the proposed actions that substantially reduce
adverse effects to anadromous fish. These features include:

1. Schooner Sails Tinber Sale:
C Restricting operations to dry weat her (generally My
1 through October 31).

C Decommi ssi oni ng approxi mtely 3.6 mles of roads,
whi ch includes the 1.4 mles of sem -permanent road
constructed/ reconstruct ed.

C An inplementation and effectiveness nonitoring plan.

2. Drift Home Thin:
C Constructing, using, and obliterating tenporary
roads, |ocated primarily on ridgetops, during the
dry season of the sane year

C Pl aci ng approxi mately 10 drai nage di ps over road
stream crossings to prevent water traveling | ong
di stances to ditch relief culverts in the event that
the cul vert beconmes pl ugged.

C Reopeni ng, utilizing, water barring, and cl osing
approximately 10 m | es of previously closed and not
wat er barred road.



C Restori ng and enhanci ng stream channel conplexity
and fish habitat quality in Drift Creek, a key
wat er shed.

Deadwood/ Tayl or Thi n:

C St oppi ng harvest operations during periods of
i ntense rain when damage to roads and potenti al
effects to streanms increase.

C Conducting fish and wildlife inmprovenments as part of
this project and designated in the KV plan.

C Wat er - barri ng and bl ocking old spur roads that are
reopened for the project.

C Repl anting sonme areas with conifers to inprove
stream i nfluence zone.

North Fork Siuslaw River Bridge Replacenent:
C No i n-water work.

C Requiring a spill control kit during construction.

Borderline Bear Tinber Sale:
C Limting yarding and hauling to the dry season.

C Al t hough trees would be renoved fromthe Riparian
Reserves, the no-cut buffers and effects of the
t hi nning should accel erate growth of the remaining
trees for future | arge woody debris input.

C Subsoiling the one-half mle of road constructed for
the tinmber sale, in addition to renoving
approximately two mles of old tractor haul roads.

Cl ay Creek Canpground Retaining Wall Repair:
C Dewat ering the site during the repair work.

C Complying with ODFW s preferred in-water work w ndow
of July 1 through Septenber 15.

Lower Lake Creek Recreation Managenent Pl an:
C Creating the hiking trails. This would reduce hunman
effects to the slope from Hi ghway 36.

C Renmoving trees along trails only if they are
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considered to create a hazard.

C Utilizing existing roads, trails, parking areas, and
recent fish project access to create the hiking
trails.

C Pl aci ng hay bales at the parking lot to prevent

erosion of the |landslide miterials into Lake Creek.

Full project details are available in USDA-FS (1997a and
1997b) and USDI - BLM (1997a and 1997b)

N Bi ol ogi cal Information and Critical Habitat

The listing status and biological information for OC steel head
are described in Attachment 1. VWhile critical habitat has not
been proposed or designated, Attachnment 1 describes potenti al
critical habitat elements for OC steel head.

| V. Evaluating the Proposed Actions

The standards for determ ning jeopardy are set forth in
Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA, and defined in the inplenenting
regul ations (50 CFR 8§ 402). Attachnent 2 describes how the
NMFS applies the ESA jeopardy standards. The OC steel head is
not currently listed and therefore there is no designated
critical habitat. |If critical habitat is proposed or

desi gnated, consultation would be reinitiated to determne if
there will be destruction or adverse nodification of critical
habi t at .

As described in Attachnment 2, the first steps in applying the
ESA jeopardy standards are to define the species’ biological
requi renments and to describe the species' current status as
reflected by the environnental baseline. |In the next steps,
the NMFS' | eopardy anal ysis considers how proposed actions are
expected to directly and indirectly affect specific

envi ronnental factors that define properly functioning aquatic
habitat essential for the survival and recovery of the
species. This analysis is set within the dual context of the
speci es' biological requirenments and the existing conditions
under the environnental baseline (defined in Attachnment 1).
The anal ysis takes into consideration the overall bal ance of
beneficial and detrinental activities taking place within the
action area.



If the NMFS finds that the Federal actions are likely to
j eopardi ze the listed species then the NMFS nust identify any
reasonabl e and prudent alternatives to the proposed acti on.

A

Bi ol ogi cal Requirenents. For this conference, the NMFS
finds that the biological requirenments of OC steel head
are best expressed in terns of environnmental factors that
define properly functioning freshwater aquatic habitat
necessary for survival and recovery of the species.

| ndi vi dual environnmental factors include water quality,
habitat access, physical habitat el ements, channel

condi tion, and hydrology. Properly functioning

wat ersheds, in which all of the individual factors
operate together to provide healthy aquatic ecosystens,
are al so necessary for the survival and recovery of OC
steel head. This information is summarized in Attachnent
1.

Envi ronnent al Basel i ne.

1. Current range-w de status of the species under the
envi ronnment al baseline. The OC steel head ESU i s not
presently in danger of extinction. The NMFS is now
consi dering whether it is likely to becone
endangered in the foreseeable future (Busby et al.
1996). In the absence of adequate popul ation data,
habi tat condition provides a means of evaluating the
status of these species for the environnmental
basel i ne assessnent.

2. Action Area. The “action area” is defined as “al
areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the
Federal action and not nerely the immedi ate area
involved in the action" (50 CFR 8§ 402.02). Thus,
the "action area" for this conference includes areas
downstream of the project area as well as the
i medi ate project area itself.

3. Current status of the species under the
environnental baseline within the action area.
Envi ronment al baseline conditions within the action
area were evaluated at the site and basin scale.
Thi s eval uati on was based on the Oregon Coast



Province InterimMatrix (see Attachment 1). This
met hod assesses the current condition of instream
ri pari an, and watershed factors that collectively
provi de properly functioning aquatic habitat
essential for the survival and recovery of the
speci es.

The environmental baseline within the Nestucca and
Si usl aw Section 7 Watersheds are divided relatively
evenly between “properly functioning,” “at risk,”
and “not properly functioning” for the indicators
consi dered (USDA-FS 1997b, USDI -BLM 1997a, USDI - BLM
1997b) .

The Siletz/Yaquina Section 7 Watershed is “at risk”
or “not properly functioning” for the majority of

t he environnmental conditions considered. The

maj ority of the section 7 watershed is “not properly
functioni ng” (USDA-FS 1997Db).

The Al sea Section 7 Watershed is “at risk” and “not
properly functioning,” with the majority of the
section 7 watershed “at risk” for the aquatic,

ri pari an, and wat ershed paraneters presented in the
mat ri x

(USDI - BLM 1997h) .

Based on the best information avail able on the current status
of the species (Attachment 1) and the NMFS assunptions given
the informati on avail able regarding (1) popul ation status,
popul ati on trends, and genetics (page 3 of Attachnment 2) and
(2) the environnmental baseline conditions within the action
areas, the NMFS concludes that the biological requirenments of
OC steel head are currently not being nmet under the

envi ronmental baseline within the action areas. Significant

i nprovenent in habitat conditions is needed to neet the

bi ol ogi cal requirenents for survival and recovery of these
species. Actions that do not maintain or restore properly
functioning aquatic habitat conditions would be likely to

j eopardi ze the continued existence of OC steel head due to the
hi gh I evel of risk the species presently face under the
degraded environnmental baseline.

10



Anal ysis of Effects

Ef fects of Proposed Actions. The effects determ nations
for the proposed projects were nmade using NMFS (1996) to
eval uate the environnental baseline (current aquatic
conditions) and to predict any effects of the actions on
that baseline. The effects of the actions are expressed
in terns of the expected effect (restore, maintain, or
degrade) on each of the aquatic habitat factors in the
project areas, as described in the "Checklist for
docunmenti ng environnental baseline and effects of the
action"” (Checklist) conpleted for each action (USDA-FS
1997b, USDI - BLM 1997a and 1997b). The results of the
Checklists for these actions provide a basis for

determ ning the overall effects on the environnental
baseline in the project areas.

Sone short-term degradation in sedinent, turbidity,
streanbank condition, and road density may occur as a
result of inplenmenting the proposed projects. 1In the
long term the proposed actions are expected to maintain,
or nmove toward restoration, all habitat indicators in the
Nestucca, Siletz/Yaquina, Alsea, and Siuslaw Section 7
Wat er sheds (USDA-FS 1997b, USDI - BLM 1997a and 1997b).

The bal ance of the actions wll nove habitat toward
restoration in areas where habitat is not properly
functi oni ng.

Potenti al adverse effects of the projects and mtigating
factors are discussed bel ow

1. Schooner Sails Tinber Sale:

C The 1.4 nmiles of road
construction/reconstruction for the tinmber sale
woul d slightly increase road density. However,
a total of 3.6 mles of roads woul d be
decomm ssi oned upon conpletion of the tinber
sal e, reducing road density in the affected
wat er sheds.

C Ti mber harvest and hauling may increase
turbidity, but adverse effects are mnimzed by
restricting operations to dry weather (generally
May 1 through October 31.

C The ti nmber harvest would reduce the amunt of
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2. Drift

C

| arge woody debris in the short term However
thinning the riparian area would result in
accel erated growth of existing trees that wll
provide future | arge woody debris.

An i npl enmentation and effectiveness nonitoring
pl an woul d be in place.

Home Thi n:
Approximately five mles of road spurs,
including two tenporary culverts, wll be
constructed for the tinber sale, slightly
i ncreasing road density. In addition,

approximately 10 mles of road would be
reopened. However, approximately 13 m | es of

ri dgetop roads and associ ated spurs, including
the renpoval of approximtely eight culverts,

wi ||l be decomm ssi oned upon conpl etion of the
timber sale, resulting in reduced road densities
in the affected watersheds. Also, approxi mtely

10 drai nage di ps would be placed over road
stream crossings to prevent water fromtraveling
| ong distances to ditch relief culverts in the
event that the culverts becone plugged.

Tenporary roads would be constructed, used, and
decomm ssioned during the dry season of the sane
year to reduce the potential of sedinent

entering the stream In addition, the 10 mles
of road that will be reopened (previously closed
and not waterbarred) for the tinber sale will be

wat er barred prior to usage.

Ti mber harvest reduces the amount of | arge woody
debris in the short term However, thinning the
ri parian area would result in accelerated growth
of existing trees that will provide future |arge
woody debris. Although the | arge woody debris
pl acenment and riparian plantings nmay increase
short termturbidity and streanbank stability,

t hese stream channel conplexity and fish habitat
qual ity enhancenment measures woul d al so assi st
in the restoration of |arge woody debris and
shade in the long term
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Deadwood/ Tayl or Thi n:

C

Road density woul d be increased slightly by
reopeni ng old spur roads. However, they will be
wat er barred and bl ocked again after the tinber
harvest. Additional roads would be closed,
reduci ng road density in the affected

wat er sheds.

Ti mber harvest and hauling may increase
turbidity, but adverse effects are mnimzed by
st oppi ng harvest operations during periods of
intense rain when damage to roads and
potential effects to

streans increase.

Ti mber harvest reduces the anmount of | arge woody
debris in the short term However, thinning the
ri parian area would result in accelerated growth
of existing trees that will provide future |arge
woody debris and shade.

Where potential exists in refugia and high
priority restoration areas, streamrestoration
activities will inprove pool area, quality and
frequency, |arge woody debris additions wll

i nprove of f-channel habitat and streanmbank
condi tions, and conifer plantings will inprove
the streaminfluence zone.

North Fork Siuslaw River Bridge Replacenent:

C

Ground di sturbance may result in a short term
i ncrease in sedi ment production, but the project

will not require in-water work. [In addition,
there will not be any piers in the stream
channel

Al t hough no short or |ong term degradation of
chem cal contam nants is expected, a spill
control kit will be required during
construction.

Borderli ne Bear Ti nber Sal e:

C

Potential adverse effects to soil and water
quality are mnimzed by restricting harvest and
haul i ng operations to the dry season, and road
mai nt enance before, during and after hauling.
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6. Cl ay

7. Lower

C

Al t hough an estimted one-half mle of new

natural or rocked road will be constructed, it
wi |l be subsoiled upon conpletion of the tinber
sale. In addition, approximately two m | es of
old tractor haul roads will be removed during

the i nplenmentation of the tinber sale, resulting
in an overall reduction in road density in the
af fected wat er sheds.

Ti mber harvest reduces the anount of | arge woody
debris in the short term However, thinning the
ri parian area would result in accelerated growth
of existing trees that will provide future |arge
woody debris and shade in the long term

Creek Canpground Retaining Wall Repair:

The repair work may result in a short term
increase in sedinment. However, the potential
sediment increase is mnimzed by dewatering the
site during the repair work. Repairing the
damaged retaining wall would reduce the anount
of sedinment entering the stream

Potential adverse effects to anadronpus

sal nonids will be mnimzed by conplying with
ODFW s preferred in-water work w ndow of July 1
t hrough Septenber 15.

Lake Creek Recreation Managenent Pl an:
Short termincreases in sedinment may result from
construction of the foot bridge, parking |ots,
and associated facilities. However, the project
woul d i ncrease safety and reduce human effects
to the slope from H ghway 36, which includes
creation of trails and devegetating the slope in
several areas.

Potenti al adverse effects fromcreation of the
hiking trails are mnimzed by utilizing

exi sting roads, trails, parking areas, and
recent fish project access. In addition, only
trees considered a hazard along the hiking
trails would be renoved.

The | andslide material in the current parking
| ot may be a source of sedinment in Lake Creek.
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Hay bal es woul d be placed at the parking lot to
prevent erosion of the |andslide materials into
Lake Creek. Cunul ative Effects. "Cunul ative
effects" are defined as those effects of "future
State or private activities, not involving
Federal activities, that are reasonably certain
to occur within the action area of the Federal
action subject to consultation"” (50 CFR §
402.02) .

Significant inprovenent in the reproductive
success of

OC steel head is unlikely w thout changes in
agricultural, forestry, and other practices
affecting riparian areas. The NMFS is not aware
of any future changes to existing State and
private activities within the action area that
woul d cause greater inpacts to these species

t han presently occur

VI . Concl usion

The Schooner Sails Tinber Sale, Drift Home Thin,
Deadwood/ Tayl or Thin, and North Fork Siuslaw River Bridge

Repl acenment, as described in USDA-FS (1997a and 1997b),
Borderline Bear Tinmber Sale, as described in USDI-BLM (1997a),
and Cl ay Creek Canmpground Retaining Wall Repair and Lower Lake
Creek Recreation Managenent Pl an, as described in USDI - BLM
(1997b), are not likely to jeopardi ze the conti nued exi stence
of OC steelhead. The NMFS used the best available scientific
and commercial data to apply its jeopardy analysis (Attachnent
2) when analyzing the effects, including curmulative effects,
of the proposed actions on the biological requirenments of the
species relative to the environnmental baseline.

In reaching this conclusion, the NMFS has deterni ned that the
i kel i hood of survival and recovery of OC steel head can be

i ncreased by providing sufficient prespawning survival, egg-
to-snolt survival, and upstrean’ downstream m gration survival
rates through the protection of and restoration to properly
functioning freshwater habitat within the Nestucca,

Si |l et z/ Yaqui na, Al sea, and Si uslaw Section 7 Watersheds.

The USFS and BLM applied the NMFS' eval uati on net hodol ogy
(NMFS 1996) to the proposed actions and found that the
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proposed actions would nmaintain nost of the essential habitat
el ements, with mnor, short-term degradati on of some essenti al
habi tat el enents, |ike sedinment, road density, and riparian
areas. The actions would nove other habitat indicators, |ike
road density, towards restoration. Project design features,
such as conpliance with ODFWs preferred in-water work w ndow,
road deconmm ssioning, dry weather harvest and hauling, and no-
cut riparian buffers substantially dimnish short-term adverse
ef fects to anadronmpus sal noni ds.

Because they are bal anced by habitat inprovenents, adverse
habitat effects fromthe proposed actions woul d not reduce
prespawni ng survival, egg-to-snolt survival, or upstream
downstream m gration survival rates to a |evel that would
appreciably dimnish the |ikelihood of survival and recovery
of OC st eel head.

A\ Conservati on Recomendati ons

Section 7 (a)(1) of the ESA directs Federal agencies to
utilize their authorities to further the purposes of the ESA
by carrying out conservation prograns for the benefit of the
t hreat ened and endangered species. Conservation
recomrendati ons are discretionary neasures suggested to

m nimze or avoid adverse effects of a proposed action on
listed species, to mnimze or avoid adverse nodification of
critical habitat, or to develop additional information. The
NMFS does not have any conservation recomendations to further
m nimze or avoid adverse effects of the proposed actions on
OC st eel head.

VIIl.Reinitiation of Conference

Reinitiation of this conference is required: (1) if any action
is modified in a way that causes an effect on the species that
was not previously considered in the BA and in this Opinion;
(2) new information or project nonitoring reveals effects of
the action that may affect the species in a way not previously
considered; or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat
is designated that may be affected by the action (50 CFR 8
402. 16) .

For exanmple, the analysis included in this conference has been
conducted at the project or site level. Future watershed or
basi n anal yses may indicate that the existing environnmental
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baseline is substantially different than indicated by this
analysis. Reinitiation of this conference would be required
for ongoing or continuing activities for which the

envi ronnental baseline is substantially different than
originally assessed.
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